"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

man talks of Copernicus, who pretended to discover
that the earth goes round the sun instead of the sun
going round the earth. Sir: Copernicus was a painter
before he became an astronomer. He found astronomy
easier. But his discovery was made by the great Italian

painter Leonardo, born twentyone years before him,
who told all his intimates that the earth is a moon of
thesun.

NEWTON. Did he prove it?

KNELLER. Man: artists do not prove things. They
do not need to. They KNOW them,

NEWTON. This is false. Your notion of a spherical
universe is borrowed from the heathen Ptolemy, from
all the magicians who believed that the only perfect
figure is the circle.

KNELLER. Just what such blockheads would believe.
The circle is a dead thing like a straight line: no living
hand can draw it: you make it by twirling a pair of
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